07. Galle

A picturesque harbor town that serves as the capital of the
Southern Province, Galle, designated a UNESCO World Heritage
Site, is a colorful historic area to visit and explore. A prominent
seaport long before Western influence, its modern historical period
began in 1505, when a Portuguese ship took shelter there from a
storm and stayed on to take charge of the town. In 1640 the Dutch
East India Company took control followed by the British in 1796.
Since independence, the town’s administration has managed to
preserve its quaint Dutch colonial architecture and cobbled streets.
It currently plays host to a lively art scene, a plethora of great dining
options, as well as the Galle Literary Festival. Its attractions include:
Dutch Fort – Originally built by the Portuguese to keep out attacks
from the Sri Lankan kingdoms,
it was rebuilt and fortified by the
Dutch in 1667. It is believed to
be the largest existing colonial
fortress in Asia. It houses the
National Maritime Museum
(entrance Rs. 300, open 9am 5pm, Wednesday - Saturday)
as well as a few government
offices. Be sure to walk around
the Fort’s ramparts at sunset!
Dutch Reformed Church – Also known as the Groote Kerk, the
current structure of the Church dates to 1755 and is paved with
gravestones from the Old Dutch cemetery. Look out for the wellpreserved organ from the 18th century.
(Open from 9am - 5pm)
St. Mary’s Cathedral – Built by Belgian
Jesuits in the late 19th century, the
Church is a town landmark in the
Baroque Revival style and plays a key
role in the diocese.

08. Unawatuna

Barely 5km away from Galle’s city
center, Unawatuna is a gorgeous
crescent shaped beach which
offers gently lapping water and
a dynamic party scene. Definitely
a tourist favorite! Best visited “in
season” between Nov-Feb and JulySept.

Southern Expressway
The Southern Expressway is the quickest way to reach Galle or
the Matara district, with a travel time of approximately 1 hour.
However, you may experience traffic congestion prior to the
expressway entrance from Colombo depending on the time of
travel. The speed limit is 100km per hour. You can contact 1969
for the expressway emergency services. There is a recently-opened
service station approximately halfway, with a petrol station,
restaurants, cafes, shops, and restrooms.
The toll ranges from Rs. 100 to Rs. 400, differing according to the
distance travelled, and is subject to change.
North end: Kottawa (COLOMBO)
Exit 2: Kahatuduwa (PANADURA)
Exit 3: Gelanigama (KALUTARA)
Exit 4: Dodangoda (MATUGAMA)
Exit 5: Welipenna (BENTOTA)
Exit 6: Elpitiya (ELPITIYA) | Kurundugahahatakma Interchange
Exit 7: Baddegama (AMBALANGODA)
South end: Pinnaduwa (GALLE)

Another popular southern beach town, Hikkaduwa can get
fairly crowded on the weekends. It offers various water activities
such as snorkeling, surfing, scuba diving and glass-bottomed
boat rides. Apart
from the beach
and the coral
gardens,
the
tropical marine
life and turtle
hatchery are also
great places to
visit.

06. Hikkaduwa

A
small
coastal
town,
Ambalangoda is well-known
for its artistry, especially
Sri Lankan handicrafts,
such as brass sculptures
and wooden masks. The
Ariyapala Mask Museum
is an interesting place for
those interested in the
history and process of
handicrafts.

05. Ambalangoda

The estate and gardens served
as the country home of one of
Asia’s most influential architects,
Geoffrey Bawa, from 1947
until his death in 1998. He used
concepts of space and structure
to create his unique designs. The
gardens are open to the public,
whereas the buildings on the
estate have been converted into
a hotel.

03. Lunuganga

This hatchery gathers turtle eggs
and keeps them for three days,
until the eggs have hatched. They
are then released into the ocean
after a couple of days. It is a great
experience, especially for children.
Open from 6am- 8pm.

04. Kosgoda Turtle
Hatchery

A beautiful 12th
century Buddhist
temple, legend
attributes
the
Vihara to King
Parakramabahu
the
Great.
There is also an
underground
tunnel that is said
to connect all of
the city’s temples.

02. Galapata Vihara

For decades, Bentota has been known as one of Sri Lanka’s best
beach resort areas, especially for families. During the season,
November to April, the waters are calm and perfect for a variety
of water sports, ranging from sailing, wind-surfing and waterskiing to deep-sea fishing on traditional canoes or diving from
Canoe Rock and South Reef, both accessible by boat within 20
mins of Bentota beach.

01. Bentota

The choice is yours!

»»The new E1 Expressway, the straight highway to Galle (1.5 hours)
»»The A2 Highway, stopping along the way to experience interesting sites and
beach towns (about 2 hours and 40 minutes)
»»The train from Fort Station, offering a scenic view of the ocean as it zips
along the coastline (about 4 hours)
»»The Express Bus, stopping along the way to drop people off at different
towns ( about 2 hours)

Galle is one of the most prominent tourist destinations in Sri Lanka.
Approximately 125 km from Colombo, Galle is accessible via various paths,
depending on how fast you want to get there. You can take either:

Colombo to Galle (Route Map)

