10. Pottery at Mologoda

13. The Highway Museum

Molagoda is a village devoted to local pottery production. Many shops showcasing these pots for sale can be found on the side of the road.
Distance from Colombo: 71.4 km
Estimated time: 2 hour

The Highway Museum is an outdoor museum displaying the original equipment used to lay the Colombo-Kandy road, such as steamrollers and bitumen
boilers. Next to the museum is a replica of the 300 year old Bogoda Bridge.
Distance from Colombo: 107km
Estimated time: 2 hour 45 min

14. Royal Botanical Gardens at
Peradeniya
11. Sanctuary of Saradiel in Mawanella
Mawanella town is said to be the home of the Robin Hood of Ceylon – Utuwankande Saradiel (1832-1864). There lies a stone monument by the roadside
in his memory. From the summit of the Utuwankanda hillock (Castle Rock),
Saradiel had a commanding view of the stage coaches of the rich from which
he could plunder gold and then distribute to the poor villagers. Today, the way
to Utuwankande is along the Edna Corporation road, which is home to the
Edna Corporation chocolate factory.
Distance from Colombo: 98.2 km
Estimated time: 2 hour 30 min

Originally built as the pleasure gardens for the king, and later expanded under
the British, the 147 acre garden is the largest in Sri Lanka, and the home to a
variety of trees, plants, and flowers.
Distance from Colombo: 110 km
Estimated time: 2 hour 55 min

12. Kadugannawa
Climbing the sheer ascent of Kadugannawa Pass gives you a breathtaking view
of the mountain range including the famous Bible Rock. The road goes through
a tiny tunnel carved into an outcrop of solid rock. According to local lore, the
great Kandyan Kingdom could never fall unless the solid rock encircling the
city was pierced. In 1815, the British did just that, thus fulfilling the legend’s
premise. The 38m high white tower near the intersection of the railway and
road was built to commemorate Captain W.F. Dawson, the British colonialist
who designed and built the Colombo-Kandy road in 1826.
		Distance from Colombo: 99.7 km
		
Estimated time: 2 hour 35 min

Kandy
The city of Kandy, a World Heritage Site, is located between the hills on one
side and the longest river in Sri Lanka, the Mahaweli on the other. The city was
the last of the royal capitals and is now home to the placid Kandy Lake and the
Temple of the Tooth, a significant Buddhist site. It is in this complex that the
tooth of the Buddha is kept. The Kandy Perahera, one of the biggest elephant
pageants in which the sacred tooth relic is paraded around the city, is held here
every July/August. Another site of interest is the Old Royal Palace compound,
which includes the old royal palace, quarters of royal concubines, the queen’s
chambers, the council chambers and the armory.
Distance from Colombo: 116 km
Estimated time: 3 hour 10 min

Colombo to Kandy Route

03. Warana Temple

Kandy is one of the most well-known towns in Sri Lanka and a point of interest for visitors. Situated in the hills of the island’s Central Province, Kandy is
about 116km east of Colombo and accessible by either car or train.

The Warana Temple is a three-level temple complex carved out of solid rock.
It features buttressed walls, high overhangs and
drip ledges that protect a series of ancient frescoes, of which only the outlines remain.
Distance from Colombo: 26 km
Estimated time: 42 min

This map features highlights of the sights of interest that can be seen along
the Colombo – Kandy road. To truly enjoy the experience, make it a full-day
trip: stop for lunch in either Kegalle or Ambepussa, and arrive in time to
watch the elephants being bathed at the Pinnawela Elephant Orphanage.

Warana Temple

01. Raja Maha Vihara - Kelaniya
A Buddhist temple located on the banks of the Kelani River in Kelaniya,
the Raja Maha Vihara is said to trace back to around 500 BC and
believed to be the site of Buddha’s third visit to Sri Lanka. The
site is also associated with the Hindu epic The Ramayana, as it
was the place where King Vibishana was coroneted. There are also
some beautiful jataka murals and a variety of recumbent statues of
the Buddha. This is also where the Duruthu Perahera (Kelanie Procession) is held the day before the full moon (poya) in January.
Distance from Colombo: 10 km
Estimated time: 22 min

07. Cadjugama
04.Bandaranaike Memorial
The Bandaranaike Memorial is situated in Nittambuwa. The plinth with five stone pillars is dedicated
to Solomon West Ridgway Dias Bandaranaike, the
second Prime Minister of Ceylon in 1956. He was assassinated in 1959. Both SWRD Bandaranaike and his wife Sirimavo Ratwatte
Dias Bandaranaike, who succeeded him and became the world’s first female
prime minister, are buried at this site.
Distance from Colombo: 42 km
Estimated time: 1 hour 2 min
Bandanaike Memorial

05. Warakapola
Warakapola is a convenient stop en-route to Kandy. The village
is an outlet for locally made cane baskets and mats, and is also
popular for its sweets, which include the Thala - (sesame) seed grinded with
jaggery (palm honey) - and Thalagulis.
Distance from Colombo: 56 km
Estimated time: 1 hour 30 min

Raja Maha Vihara - Kelaniya
Sapukaskande
Raja Maha Viharaya

02. Sapukaskande
The main attraction of the village
of Sapugaskande is the Buddhist temple said
to be built by King Walagamba. It is known
for its murals in the shrine room which are
considered cross-cultural influences of South Asian art. According to legend,
the murais are the words of the disciple of the Burmese sage, Jagara.		
Distance from Colombo: 18 km
Estimated time: 37 min

06. Ambepussa
The rest house at Ambepussa, built in
1822 and said to be Sri Lanka’s oldest, is
a popular lunch spot. There is a series of
caves approximately 1.5 km behind the
rest house near Devegiri Vihara.
Distance from Colombo: 58.6 km
Estimated time: 1 hour 46 min

Cadjugama literally translates to ‘Village of the Cashews’. In this area, freshly
roasted cashew (or cadju) nuts are sold at the roadside stalls. The cashews
are prepared in a variety of different ways: cooked in coconut cream, devilled,
or roasted in chillies.
Distance from Colombo: 62 km
Estimated time: 1 hour 55 min

08. Sutighara Cetiya in Dedigama
Dedigama was the mid-12th century capital of one of the three principalities into which Sri Lanka was divided in the pre-colonial era. The village is
most well-known for the Sutighara Cetiya, a 12th century dagoba said to be
built by King Parakramabahu. The dagoba consists of 10 relic chambers. The
site is famous for an elephant lamp which was found here. The Dedigama
Archaeological Museum has a model of the relic chamber and exhibits many
of the artifacts found in the museum.
Distance from Colombo: 79 km
Estimated time: 2 hour 10 min

09. Pinnawela
The Pinnawela Elephant Orphanage was established in 1975 to provide a
home for orphaned elephants. It started with 7 babies, and now there are
more than 100 elephants. Feeding time and bath time are the best times to
visit. (Bottle feeding is at 9.15am, 1.15pm and 5pm, and bathing time at the
river is at 10am and 2pm).
Distance from Colombo: 86 km
Estimated time: 2 hour 32 min

The rest house at Ambepussa

